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Editorial
THIS editorial aims to share with our readership the status1 and a few figures about our TRANSACTIONS.2
2015 has been landmark in terms of volume of3
submissions—over 1000 for the first time ever! Our TRANS-4
ACTIONS keep on being the premier venue for research papers5
on major advances in the technology and operation of control6
systems and on control applications in general.7
As far as the metrics for publication are concerned, the8
average number of weeks from submission to online post9
is 39.5 and the median number of weeks from submission10
to online post is now 36.5, thus keeping our TRANSACTIONS11
in the top 50% across all IEEE journal publications. Moreover,12
the number of weeks from submission to first decision went13
down to 15.1. The steady improvement in these figures is14
a significant result and, as always, the full credit goes to15
the outstanding service of our Editorial Board and of the16
Reviewers. Our acceptance rate went down to about 23%.17
The current backlog has been reduced to four issues—a quite18
healthy figure obtained thanks to the past decision of the19
Board of Governors of the IEEE Control Systems Society to20
increase the page budget to 2500 pages for two consecutive21
years. Since January 2016, the page budget has been reduced22
back to 2200 pages with the aim to stabilize the publication23
backlog to the current figure. To keep the backlog under24
control, we are also keeping on enforcing manuscript page25
limits both during the review process and also at the time of26
final production. In this respect, effective April 2015, it has27
been made mandatory to prepare the manuscripts submitted28
for review in a “camera ready” single-spaced double-column29
IEEE format.30
Let me now acknowledge the Associate Editors who31
have finished their terms and gone off the Editorial Board.32
They are: A. Alessandri (University of Genoa, Italy),33
G. Antonelli (University of Cassino, Italy), F. Basile34
(University of Napoli, Italy), C. De Persis (University35
of Groningen, The Netherlands), M. Fujita (Tokyo Institute36
of Technology, Japan), Z. Gao (Tianjin University, China),37
__________________
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A. Loria (CNRS, France), C. Natale (University of Napoli, 38
Italy), K. Pettersen (NUST, Norway), M. Prandini (Politec- 39
nico Milano, Italy), S. Savaresi (Politecnico Milano, Italy), 40
S. Varigonda (Cummins Inc., USA), and L. Xie (Nanyang 41
Technological University, Singapore). Let me thank all of them 42
for the great service to our TRANSACTIONS and my best wishes     43
for their coming endeavors. 44
Moreover, I am pleased to be able to announce a very 45
strong list of new Associate Editors that have joined the 46
board since January 2016: A. Chakrabortty (North Carolina 47
State University, USA), M. Dotoli (Politecnico di Bari, Italy), 48
H. Fathy (Penn State University, USA), C. Manzie (University 49
of Melbourne, Australia), P. Mhaskar (McMaster University, 50
Canada), C. Panayiotou (University of Cyprus, Cyprus), 51
S. Pirozzi (Università di Napoli, Italy), M. Tanelli (Politecnico 52
di Milano, Italy), L. Wang (RMIT University, Australia), and 53
Y. Y. Wang (General Motors Company, United States). The 54
above-listed new Associate Editors along with the continuing 55
ones make up a very strong Editorial Board (see the journal 56
front cover for the full list). Needless to say, the Associate 57
Editors are the key invaluable element of the review process of 58
our TRANSACTIONS as they interact both with the Reviewers 59
and with the Authors. 60
Comments and suggestions for improvements are more than 61
welcome! Just drop me an email at the address below. 62
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